INTRODUCTION
The reference section is very important in every academic library. For any library to have free flow of information, the reference section must be very functional. The responsibility of every library is not just to select, acquire and organize information materials, but to go as far as disseminating such information to its users. The reference section is that area in the library where users get in contact with the library properly. Nwalo (2003) affirmed this by pointing out that the reference department is another major area of the library where contact is made with the public. He went further to say staff of the reference department are image makers of the library.
Reference sources are materials/books that are consulted in the library alone i.e. they cannot be borrowed from the library. In these words, this section contains materials that cannot be read from cover to cover. Aina (2004) opined that they are documents that contain miscellaneous information on any topic be it an event or individual. Examples of these materials include the following; dictionaries, encyclopedias, atlases, yearbooks, biographies, gazetteers, index, abstracts and bibliographies etc. Reference service is one of the major services in the library Onifade and Sowole (2011) quoting Wittaker (1977) affirmed this by stressing that the reference service is one of the most essential services a library provides for its users as it is a service that allows information to flow efficiently from information sources to the enquirer. Nwalo (2003) averred that services offered by this section includes answering reference queries, user education, compilation of reading lists, compilation of bibliographies, indexing and abstracting, inter library loan service and current awareness services.
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Investigation has revealed that most students are not even aware of the various services rendered in the reference section. Ademodi (2004) and Onifade and Sowole (2011) both agreed in their various studies that one major conclusion that was drawn from their studies was that most of the respondents were not aware of reference services being offered in the library. It is in this regard this study tends to investigate the use of reference materials in the college library.
Objectives of the Study
The objectives of this study are to:
(1)
Find out students perception of reference materials; (2) Determine students' perception of reference services; (3) Find out reference sources students mostly use; and (4) Ascertain the purpose of using reference sources in the library.
Research Questions
The following research questions were answered in this study:
(1) What is the perception of students of Adeyemi College of Education, Ondo on reference materials? (2) What is the perception of Adeyemi College of Education, Ondo students on reference services? (3)
Which of the reference materials are being mostly used by students of Adeyemi College of Education, Ondo? (4) What are the purposes why the students' of the College are using of reference materials?
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The outcome of the study is of great importance to the College Management and Reference Librarian(s) of Adeyemi College of Education, Ondo in improving reference sources and services respectively in the College Library and academic libraries in general to meet the information needs of users.
LITERATURE REVIEW
Reference sources/materials/books are not meant to be read from cover to cover but to be consulted for certain information or facts; these books are expected to be in the library at all times (Ruteyan and Akporhonor, 2007 citing Nwogu, 1991) . The reference sources are kept in the reference section of the library for reference purpose and not to be borrowed. Librarians allow users to make photocopy of needed pages of the materials in the Reprography unit of the library. In an academic library, reference sources are to assist the lecturers and students in teaching and learning processes respectively. Reference sources consist of encyclopaedias, dictionaries, handbooks, yearbooks, directories, bibliographies, biographies, geographical sources etc. According to Elmer E. Ramuson and Biosciences Libraries (2009), reference sources such as dictionaries, encyclopedias, almanacs, atlases etc are research tools that can help in writing a paper and project. The materials provide answers to specific questioning such as brief facts, statistics and technical instructions; provide background information, or direct one to additional sources. There are direct reference sources like abstract, index and bibliographies and source reference material such as dictionaries, yearbooks, encyclopaedias, handbooks etc. Reference service is the personal assistance rendered to library users by the Reference Librarian. According to Idris, Oji and Abana (2011) citing Gama (2008) , reference service is the personal assistance given by librarians to users in pursuit of information; the assistance could be inform of information itself or it could be any library activity deliberately designed to facilitate easy retrieval of information. Reference services are one of the essential services provided in the library. It is one of the visible expressions of the library's purpose and mission. No wonder Ifidon (1997) sees reference services as the spring-board to the library and librarianship, wherein one is involved with all aspects of information both theoretical and practical. It is therefore, very important for Reference Librarian most especially in an academic library to make their services available to users and give them the opportunity to be aware of the services.
On the use of reference sources by undergraduates, Ademodi (2004) ; Onifade and Sowole (2011) discovered that encyclopaedias 53 (29%) and dictionaries 32 (18%); dictionaries 72 (21.1%) and encyclopaedias 66(19.3%) are mostly being used among the undergraduates in Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba-Akoko and Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta respectively. Furthermore, Onifade and Sowole (2011) found out that majority of the respondents in their study do not know the difference between reference services and sources.
There are challenges confronting undergraduates in the effective use of reference sources. Onifade and Sowole (2011) discovered that reference materials available are very old and therefore not relevant to their study. Despite the fact that reference materials are old, it may not be totally truthful that they are not relevant to the undergraduates in an Agricultural based university. On the basis of above findings, it is necessary to investigate the use of reference sources by students of Adeyemi College of Education,Ondo.
METHODOLOGY
Descriptive survey design was adopted for this study. The population of the study constitutes the NCE and Degree students of Adeyemi College of Education, Ondo. Four hundred and five students were used as sample and they covered the five schools in the college. Questionnaire was used to collect data from the respondents. The College Library was used to administer questionnaire to the respondents. Table 4 shows that 222 (54.8%) of the respondents knew exactly what a reference service entails while 92 (22.7%) misunderstood the consultation of reference sources to be reference service. From Table 5 , it was revealed that majority of the respondents 295 (72.8%) make use of reference sources.
Analysis
Research question 3: Which of the reference materials are being mostly used by students of Adeyemi College of Education, Ondo? Table 6 shows that encyclopedias 239 (59%) and dictionaries 200 (49.3%) have higher rates of use than other reference sources in the library.
Research question 4: What are the purposes why the students' of the College are using of reference materials? More tables and chairs should provided 113 27.9% Table 9 reveals that new reference materials should be acquired to cover all courses 300 (74%) and there should be orientation on the use of reference materials 229 (56.5%) as the major suggested solutions to improve the use of reference sources and services in the library.
DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS
The findings of the study show that 246(60.7%) have good understanding of what reference materials are; 222 (54.8%) have good understanding of what reference service entails and 295(72.8%) make use of reference materials in the College Library. Despite these, minority do not know that when one receives assistance from the reference librarian, it is a form of reference service. Furthermore, it was found from the study that encyclopedias 239 (59%) and Dictionaries 200 (49.3%) have higher rates of use than other reference sources in the library. The finding is in tandem with the findings of Ademodi (2004) , Onifade and Sowole (2011) . Both Dictionaries and encyclopaedias are very relevant for undergraduates research and assignments. The purpose of the use of reference sources by the respondents are for research 212 (52.3%) and assignment 206 (50.8%) purposes. The major challenges confronting the respondents' use of reference sources and services are that, the materials are old and wasting a lot of time when searching for reference sources. In a similar finding, Onifade and Sowole (2011) discovered that reference materials available in Federal University of Agriculture Library, Abeokuta are very old and therefore not relevant to their study.
